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FOR AMBASSADOR ANDERSON FROM HABIB 

1. FOLLOWING ARE MY ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED BY PHIL 
COOK OF NEWSWEEK MARCH 19: 

2. ON THE RECORD: CURRENT NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS 
REPRESENT A MAJOR. CAREFULLY COORDINATED SERIES OF ATTACKS 
ON SELECTED SOUTH VIETNAMESE TARGET AREAS. THIS SECOND 
PHASE OF THE DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE IS ON A MUCH MORE MASSIVE 
SCALE THAN WAS PHASE I. SOUTH VIET-NAM IS CHOOSING 

WHAT TO DEFEND WITH THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO IT. FACTORS 
GOING INTO THIS DECISION ARE 1) SVN VIEW OF COMMUNIST PLANS 
AND CAPABILITIES 2) WHAT SVN BELIEVES IS IMPORTANT TO 
DEFEND 3) THE NEED TO HUSBAND RESOURCES IN THE FACE OF 
FUTURE FURTHER AID CUTS. WHILE WE KNEW 1975 WAS LIKELY 
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TO BE A SIGNIFICANT YEAR MILITARILY, NO ONE KNEW HOW FAR 
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THE COMMUNISTS WERE PREPARED TO GO MILITARILY. WHAT WE 
ARE SEEING NOW ARE GROSS VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS ACCORDS ON 
A MASSIVE SCALE WHICH CANNOT BE COMPARED TO ANY VIOLATIONS 

WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN PERPETRATED BY THE SOUTH. CLEARLY. 

THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ABANDONED POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS 
ROUTE IN FAVOR OF A MILITARY SOLUTION. THE SOUTH HAS THE 
WILL TO PUT UP A GOOD FIGHT IN THOSE AREAS THAT REALLY 
COUNT. 

3. ON BACKGROUND: WE WITHDREW THE AMERICANS FROM THE 
HIGHLANDS NOT BECAUSE WE KNEW WELL IN ADVANCE THAT THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE WERE GOING TO ABANDON THE AREA BUT BECAUSE 
THE INTENSITY OF THE FIGHTING IN BAN ME THUOT AND OTHER 
INDICATIONS SHOWED THAT THERE COULD BE CONSIDERABLE DANGER 
TO THEM. THE PRESS STORY ALLEGING A DEAL BETWEEN THIEU 

AND THE COMMUNISTS OVER THE HIGHLANDS IS SHEER NONSENSE. 

THE PARATROOPS DIVISION WAS BROUGHT BACK TO THE SAIGON 
AREA IN ORDER TO ASSIST IN THE DEFENSE OF THE CAPITAL NOT, 

AS ALLEGED, TO STAVE OFF A COUP. ATTACK ON TAY NINH ON 
A LARGER SCALE IS EXPECTED, AND TROOP MOVEMENT PROBABLY 
RELATED TO THAT. WHILE SOME GENERALS MIGHT GRUMBLE IN 
SOUTH OVER THIEU'S POLICY THEY WOULD PROBABLY AGREE THAT A 
PULLOUT BEFORE SUFFERING A DEFEAT THERE WAS A MORE ACCEPT- 
ABLE OPTION. 

4. THERE IS A STOCKPILE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 

IN SVN BUT THE DRAWDOWNS ARE GREAT AND AT SOME POINT IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE, WILL BECOME A SERIOUS PROBLEM, HENCE OUR 
SUPPLEMENTARY AID REQUEST. HOW CAN WE NOT SUPPLY PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE THE WILL TO DEFEND THEMSELVES THE MATERIEL TO DO 
SO? A CUT OFF DATE FOR AID TO CAMBODIA MAKES NO SENSE 
INASMUCH AS THE COMMUNISTS WILL JUST HAVE TO SIT ON 
THEIR HANDS FOR THREE MONTHS KNOWING THE OTHER SIDE WILL 
EVENTUALLY GIVE UP. WHEN COMMUNISTS ADOPT THE MILITARY 
PATH AS THEY ARE DOING IN SVN NO NEGOTIATIONS ARE POSSIBLE 
UNTIL THEY SUFFER SERIOUS SETBACKS. EVEN THE MOST VOCAL 
CRITICS OF THIEU IN THE SOUTH ARE NOT PRO-COMMUNIST. IN 
FACE OF ADVERSITY THEY WILL PROBABLY RALLY AROUND THE GVN. 
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5. THOSE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SECRETARY PERSONALLY, 

BEST ANSWERED FROM HIM. THEY DID NOT ARISE IN ANY WAY 
DURING COOKS INTERVIEW WITH ME. 

6. ON QUESTIONS (C): NO. THE DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM 

THE HIGHLANDS AND OTHER RECENT ACTIONS BY THE GVN REFLECT 
DIFFICULT CHOICES THAT THIEU FELT HE HAD TO MAKE IN 
SETTING HIS DEFENSE PRIORITIES. FACED WITH COMMUNIST 
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ATTACKS ON AN INTENSITY SIMILAR TO THE HEAVIEST SEEN IN 

THE SOUTH, AND ON A SCALE MORE WIDESPREAD THAN THAT OF 1972, 
THE GVN HAD TO BITE THE BULLET AND MAKE THE TOUGH DECISIONS. 
WITHDRAWAL FROM LARGE AREAS IS THE ONLY FEASIBLE WAY TO 
PROTECT THE MAJOR POPULATION CENTERS AND ECONOMICALLY 
IMPORTANT AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. WITH THE SIGNIFICANT 
REDUCTION IN AMERICAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN THE PAST 
TWO YEARS, AND WITH WHAT IS UNDOUBTEDLY THIEU'S JUDGMENT 
THAT THE PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE AID LEVELS AT BEST IS 
CLOUDY, THIEU HAS HAD TO CONSERVE WHATEVER HE HAS 
AVAILABLE NOW, SHORTEN HIS SUPPLY LINES AND WITHDRAW FROM 
WHAT IS NOT ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL. 

7. QUESTION (D) NO. THE GVN IS PUTTING ITSELF IN A 
POSITION TO DEFEND THE MAIN CENTERS OF POPULATION. IT 
HAS NOT LOST ITS VIABILITY AS A STATE. WITH OUR 
ASSISTANCE A STAUNCH DEFENSE CAN BE COUNTED. NO ONE CAN 
SAY OF THE PRESENT SITUATION THAT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
END MAY HAVE IN FACT BEGUN. HOWEVER, WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AID THIS COULD BECOME A SELF-FULFILLING 

8. QUESTION (F) THE IMPACT OF THE LOSS OF INDOCHINA HAS 
CLEARLY BEEN SPELLED OUT BY A NUMBER OF WORLD LEADERS 

OF MANY POLITICAL PERSUASIONS. SHOULD AMERICAN RELIABILITY 
AND WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST AN ALLY WO IS PREPARED TO 
DEFEND HIMSELF IS PROVEN INADEQUATE IN INDOCHINA, OUR 
RELIABILITY AS A FRIEND AND ALLY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL 
BE— IS BEING-QUESTIONED. IF WE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT 
THIS AND THE STATUS THAT GOES ALONG WITH IT— THE 
AMERICAN PUBLIC SHOULD KNOW WHAT IT IS GETTING INTO 
AND MAKE THAT DECISION CONCIOUSLY AND KNOWINGLY. NO 
ALLY WOULD BE IMMUNE TO THESE DOUBTS AND FEARS AND NO 
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SECURITY RELATIONSHIP WOULD BE SACROSANCT. INGERSOLL 
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